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.Letters From Readers 


I have read THe SunpAy ScHOOL TIMES 
ever since about 1916. I knew and loved 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. As I re- 
cently told the church here, “Of all the 
older Christian magazines and papers, 
the Tues stands almost alone as never 
having changed its ideals, its doctrines, 
its theology (or its format) and has, 
although always standing forthright on 
every issue, kept from bitter debate and 
controversy, permitting the truth to 
combat error. ...” We have a large 
group in our church that reads THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes constantly, for 
which we are grateful, for they cann& 
go far astray gn their thinking after 
reading it each week.—Harrison J. Van- 
der Linden, Brooklyn Heights Presby- 
terian Church, San Diego, Calif. 








This is just a note to let you know 
how impressed I was with the 100th 
Anniversary number of the Tives. I 
, do want to thank you, too, for the re- 
view that you gave to the book “God’s 
Provision for Holy Living” in that is- 
sue. 

We rejoice with you in the wonderful 
ministry the Tres has had for so long 
a period. Be assured of our deep and 
continued interest and our prayers that 
God will use you gloriously in all the 
days ahead.—William Culbertson, pres- 
ident, Moody Bible Institute. 


ve 


Children at Home 


ll. Camping at Petrified Forest 
By Polly Lou 


ED and Sue were camping in the 

desert. It was evening, and time 
for the campers to set up their tents. 
Because the air was warm, they decided 
not to put up the tent, but to sleep out 
under the stars. 

As the family sat watching the em- 
bers die away in their campfire, they 
talked of all the interesting things 
they had seen in. the desert that day— 
they had seen a spot in the desert called 
Petrified Forest. 

Sue laughed softly to herself. 

“What is M, Sue?” said Ted. 
the fun.” 

“I was just thinking,” said Sue, “how 
I had thought the Petrified Forest would 
be like any other forest, only all the 
trees would be stone, and we would 
walk among the stone trees.” 

“I have heard others say just that,” 
replied Mother. 

“We all forget,” added Dad, “that the 
trees had to fall into the water and 
stay there many, many years until the 
water changed them into stone.” Dad 
continued, “God has a wonderful work- 
shop, and the Petrified Forest is just 


“Share 
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one place where we see what God 
makes in His workshop.” 

Ted was listening quietly to all this 
and thinking of all they had seen -that 
day as they had wandered over the 
desert. They had stopped now and 
then to see a large tree trunk, lying 
there in the desert sunshine, but now 
a tree trunk that had become hard 
rock. The bark was still there and 
looked just like the uneven bark of a liv- 
ing tree. Usually the tree had split into 
sections and they could see the rings 
of growth just like every tree trunk 
shows. The water had carried lovely 
colors to the stone trees, so there were 
reds, yellows, grays, and black—even 
a sort of blue. In the Museum were 
pieces of stone wood that had been 
polished so they looked like jewels. 

But Ted was thinking especially of 
the picture writing they had seen. The 
family had found the spot where pic- 
tures had been drawn on the rocks 
by people living there many years ago. 
There were pictures of the creatures 
who had lived on the desert—one pic- 
ture close to another until the side of 
the rock was well covered. Sue had 
tried to draw some of the pictures in 
her notebook. And Ted had taken a 
snapshot of the big catlike creature on 
the rock close to the Museum. 

Ted spoke up, “I wonder if the peo- 
ple who made the pictures on the rocks 
sat in the evening as we are doing and 
talked together.” 

“I am sure they did,” answered Dad. 
“People have always liked to sit and 
talk in the evenings. And living here 
in this quiet, beautiful desert, I think 
they often sat and watched the night 
fall just as we are doing.” 

And, sure enough, the darkness was 
falling and the stars were beginning to. 
come out. 

“God is hanging His lanterns out for 
us,” said Mother, as first one star and 
then another came out in the desert 
sky. Before long, the sky was a lovely 
sight. The stars were so bright and 
looked like ever so many lanterns hang- 
ing in the sky. 

“Sometimes the stars look as though 
they were pasted up on the sky,” said 
Sue. “But tonight they are all hang- 
ing out in space just like they tell us in 
our Nature Study class.” 

“I can count the stars in the Big 
Dipper,” called Ted. 

“And I can count the Seven Sisters 
tonight,” answered Mother. 

“Try counting the Milky Way,” 
laughed Dad. “We just cannot count 
all the stars that make that soft path- 
way across the sky, can we?” 

Sue had been sitting quietly all this 
time. Now she said, “Do you think 
the picture-writing people knew about 
God?” 

“They did not write books to tell us,” 
said Dad., “The only things they left 
for us to read are the pictures. But we 
can find the walls of their homes here 
and there on the desert. We can find 
the lovely clay pots they made, and 
even some cloth they wove, and the 
tools the men used. But no books to tell 
us what they thought.” 


Be 
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“I am sure as they sat and watched 
the stars as we are doing tonight, they 
must have thought of the One who 
made the stars,” said Mother. “Tonight 
God is very close to me.” 

The family sat very quietly after that 
and just watched the stars. A time or 
two a star leff its place in the sky and 
fell off into space. The desert was very 
quiet now. The low singing of campers 
was the only sound they could hear 
with the strumming of a guitar they 
were playing. 

Mother began to sing softly, 

Can you count the stars that nightly, 

Twinkle in the midnight sky? 

God the Lord doth mark their number 

With His eyes that-never slumber; 

He hath made them every one, 

He hath made them every one. 

» —Translated from the German, in “Vesper 
Chimes” (Westminster Press, Phila.). 

As the family joined her and then the 
song died away on the desert air, the 
family went to sleep—under the stars! 


(To be continued) 
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Together 


By the Rev. Emmet Russell 


OMETIMES we’ve walked beneath 
a clear blue sky, 

Sometimes soft clouds went with us, 
white and fair; 

Sometimes gray fog obscured the sti- 
fling air— 

But we have walked together, you and 
I 

Sometimes the hills with smiling sun- 
shine shone, 

And friends were many on the cheer- 
ful road; 

Some days were bowed beneath a cruel 
load— 

But we have walked together, 
alone. 

Young love knew hours when we were 
carefree, gay; 

Maturer years brought peace of deeper 
hue— 

Through all, a loyal comradeship and 
true, 

For we have walked together all the 
way, 
Our eyes forever fixed upon the face 
Of Christ who safely kept us by His 

grace. 


not 
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Written for Our Learning 


“Enfolded in the Old, Unfolded in 
the New” was Martin Luther’s sum- 
mary of the relationship of truth in the 
two Testaments. Another has said that 
while all the Bible is for us, it is not 
all about us; for obviously many of the 
commands and promises of the Old 
Testament were addressed primarily to 
the Jews and not to Gentile Christians. 
We may learn much not only from the 
direct commands .of Scripture, but also 


from the emphasis given by its inspired © 









“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 


writers to different truths and aspects 


of truth. The example of the Lord 
Jesus and the apostles can teach us 
much about how to use the Old Testa- 
ment. A careful count made by this 
writer a few years ago shows that the 
Old Testament is quoted 268 times in 
the New. There are quotations from 
twenty-four of the thirty-nine Books, 
and the five most quoted—in the fol- 
lowing order and with the number of 
quotations—are: Psalms (70), Isaiah 
(69), Deuteronomy (38), Genesis (24), 
Exodus (24). The New Testament 
Books that quote the most are: Romans 
(52), Matthew (51), Hebrews (32), 
Mark (31), Acts (22). (These figures 


ve 






are based on the Weymouth New Testa- 
ment where Old Testament quotations 
are shown in type different from the 
main text.) One who studies these 
quotations carefully cannot help being 
impressed with the very free use made 
of Old Testament passages by the Lord 
Jesus and the apostles. They were 
saturated with the Scriptures they had 
and applied them to many, many situ- 
ations in life. They did this to explain 
events that occurred in their time and 
to support their arguments. They never 
of course “wrested” the Scriptures, as 
Peter said the “unlearned and unstable” 
do (2 Pet. 3:16); but they were very 
bold in applying them. Their use of 
the Scriptures is a constant illustration 
of these words of Paul’s: “For whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime 


-were written for our learning, that we 


through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15: 
4); “Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come” (1 
Cor. 10:11). 


ve 


The Consecrated Life 
By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“I wholly followed the Lord my God” 
(Josh. 14:8). 


noblest of the Old Testament rec- 

ords of men of faith. Commis- 
sioned in company with others on the 
borders of the Land of Promise to spy 
out the land, he, with Joshua, refused 
to yield to the faithless fear that over- 
took the rest. They saw the desirable- 
ness of the land but were overcome by 
the difficulty of its conquest. Their re- 
port was consequently adverse to ad- 
vance, and the panic-stricken people 
acted upon it. Caleb and Joshua saw 
the giants, just as the others did, and 
knew themselves, too, to be but as 
grasshoppers—but they saw God also! 
And to be in a voluntary minority in 
great moral and spiritual issues takes 
heroism of no common sort. This is but 
an illustration of the way in which men 
of faith, and men without faith, look 
,out upon life, and determine their con- 
duct. The men who do not allow their 
vision of God to be beclouded by any- 
thing external and material are faith’s 
heroes. For without doubt Caleb and 
Joshua stood alone, scorned and derided 
by a faithless people. History always 
sets an unerring verdict upon such 
moral mistakes. as were made at 


Tore story of Caleb is one of the 


Kadesh-Barnea, whether by men or na- 
tions. 

Moral heroism that yields uncon- 
tested sovereignty to the claims.of God 
has in itself the assurance of ultimate 
victory. In that hour of such magnifi- 
cent resolve, faith received a promise 
of reward to which Caleb and Joshua 
clung throughout all the weary years 
that elapsed before they were again on 
the borders of the Promised Land. Its 
accomplishment often seemed far off 
and remote. Yet during those years 
the testimony of one at least of them is 
that he “wholly followed the Lord.” 
All the way through the wilderness 
wanderings he was true to the light 
and cherished the promise. The undi- 
vided allegiance of his heart was never 
withdrawn from God. Now the end 
of the toilsome journey is in sight, and 
he claims from. Joshua, who has become 
the leader of the people, the fulfillment 
of that promised reward on this ground 
alone—that he has without reserve fol- 
lowed the Lord. This is the claim that 
can never be refuted. 

One of the greatest needs of our 
modern Christian life is that of recov- 
ering the sense of obligation to whole- 
heartedness' which seems to be so 
largely lost. Men are content to know 
Christ as Saviour in a general sort of 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Come ye yourselves apart into 
a desert place, and rest a while” 
(Mark 6:31). 

















way, but there is no compelling con- 
straint, with serious purpose and en- 
deavor. Such men may be truly His, 
but they are certainly not wholly His. 
There are many who are Christ’s in the 
sense that they trust Him for salvation, 
receive His gifts, and are numbered 
among His followers, but who are in no 
wise wholly His. There are realms in 
their lives that Christ has never been 
allowed to invade. Christ may be their 
Saviour but He is far from being their 
Sovereign, hence their weakness and in- 
effectiveness as Christ’s witnesses. For 
it is only those who wholly follow Him 
who make any impression for Him upon 
the life of the world. Compare ‘such 
half-hearted lives with this testimony 
of Caleb, a testimony that has nothing 
of egotism about it, but is just the plain 
declaration of an undéflected aim. “I 
wholly followed the Lord” is the wit- 
ness of a man who has never neglected 
to measure his life by the line of God’s 
standards, and who has lived out his 
life before men blamelessly. It does 
not profess a perfect attainment, only 
a perfect aim. As he sought to follow 
the Lord the light became clearer; but 
he met increasing light with increasing 
consecration. Such a man stands alone 
for the most part, caring nothing for 
unpopularity. For to be single-minded 
almost always means being _ single- 
handed in a world where men ordi- 
narily fear the Lord but worship their 
own idols. But he had learned the 
secret of endurance, which is to see 
“him who is invisible.” He thad caught 
and kept the vision that always comes 
to the pure in heart. As he wholly fol- 
lowed the Lord, he saw Him in ever- 
increasing certainty. Thus his heart 
was made constant as his path was 
made clear. ¥ 
And if, when we see the way of the 
Lord, we, too, set ourselves to the hap- 
piness of walking in it, cost what it 
may, most of the perplexities of life 
will disappear. Despite the clamorous 
voices all around us, there is always a 
plain path for willing feet. It is the way 
of the cross. Away back in the dim 
ages of revelation, Caleb anticipated 
the spirit of Christ in his carefulness of 
undivided allegiance to God, and his 
carelessness of the scorn of men. Do 
we not need to recover this attitude, 
and its consequences today? In busi- 
ness life is Caleblike loyalty to God 
not called for, where men so commonly 
withhold from God lest other men 
should withhold from them? Is there 
not needed a revival of the spirit of 
Caleb in men who will “do right, if the 
sky falls”; who will give uncontested 
sovereignty to the Lord? The witness 
of such a life in which He is the un- 
questioned Lord is within the power of 
us all. And when a man wholly fol- 
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lows the Lord inevitable consequences 
of his consecration are seen in his life, 
and are easily recognized by those who 
are looking on. In the first place, such 
an one is delivered from the bondage 
of self. As we know by hard-won ex- 
perience, we never really enjoy liberty 


‘ (Continued on page 618) 








Notes on Open Letters 


How Old Is Jericho? 


My Scofield Bible starts at the year 
4004 B.C. What a shock to read the 
enclosed article entitled “We Dug 
Back 9700 Years in History”! Have 
you any comment?—An Ontario 
reader. 


The article this reader referred to 
appeared in The Globe Magazine, March 
21, 1959, and was by Kathleen M. 
Kenyon, director of the British School of 
Archeology in Jerusalem, who led an 
expedition to Jordan in 1956 to find the 
fallen walls of Jericho. J. Barton Payne, 
Th.M., associate professor of Old Testa- 
ment, Wheaton College Graduate School 
of Theology, has kindly written the fol- 
lowing reply to this letter: 

“The Scofield chronology. The present 
Scofield Reference Bible prints in its 
margin the chronological dates that were 
devised in 1650-1654 by Ussher, an Irish 
archbishop of Armagh. They were first 
printed in a Bible in 1701 and have been 
widely used since. But though they rep- 
resented the best historical knowledge 
of 300 years ago, they are now recog- 
nized as inadequate, for two main rea- 
sons. (1) Ussher did not have access to 
much of the scientific and archaeological 
data that is now available. For ex- 
ample, modern astronomy is able to date 
eclipses of the sun that are mentioned 
in Babylonian and Assyrian records. 
Biblical archaeology then makes it pos- 
sible to correlate these fixed dates in the 
histories of Israel’s neighbors with the 
time intervals given in the Bible. Thus 
the death of Solomon and the division of 
the kingdom of Israel is now generally 
accepted as 930 B.C. (or the closing 
months. of 931, see: Edwin. R. Thiele, 
‘The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew 
Kings,’ University of Chicago Press, 
1951), rather than the 975 B.C. of Ussher. 
(2) Ussher interpreted certain passages 
of Scripture in ways that seemed best to 
him at the time, but his understanding 
was not infallible. For example, Ussher 
limited Israel’s sojourn in Egypt to 
something over two centuries, while 
Scripture suggests a full 430 years (Exod. 
12:40 [Hebrew], Gen. 15:13, Acts 7:6, 
13:19, A.S.V.). Thus modern evangeli- 
cals generally date the exodus in 1446 
B.C., Jacob’s descent into Egypt in 1876, 
and Abram’s entrance into Canaan in 
2091 B.C. (Joseph P. Free, ‘Archaeology 
and Bible History,’ Wheaton: Van 
Kampen, 1950, pp. 90, 99; J. Barton 
Payne, ‘An Outline of Hebrew History,’ 


-Grand Rapids: Baker, 1954, pp. 34-36), 


rather than Ussher’s date of about 1920 
for this last event. 
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“Archaeological dating. Settlements 


in Canaan date long before the time of 
Abraham, the oldest so far discovered 
being those at Jericho. Beneath the 


_town of 6250 B.C., an older culture was 
recently excavated by Kathleen Kenyon’ 


which has been dated by radioactive 


carbon to about 6800 B.C. It is signifi- | 


cant, however, that the earliest Jericho 
structure, a sanctuary of about 7800 B.C. 
built on the bedrock, represents this 
culture in its pre-agricultural stage. 
Scripture then shows us that man began 
the practice of agriculture soon after the 
flood (Gen. 9:20) and even in the days 
of Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:2) shortly 
after Adam’s creation. So the early 
Jericho of 7800-6800 B.C. could have been 
before the flood. This is not out of 
harmony with the Biblical evidence, for 
Scripture may consider a man’s genera- 
tion to be his lifetime, not just the time 
up to his first son. For example, Genesis 
15:13, 16 (A.S.V.) reads: ‘Thy seed shall 
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs 
. .. [for] four hundred years. . . . And 
in the fourth generation they shall come 
hither again.’ The generations (life- 
times) are successive, not overlapping. 
Applied to one of the generations be- 
tween the flood and Abraham, the years 


of Eber before his (great-great-great-: 


great-etc.-grand) son Peleg may have 
been 464 rather than 34 years (Gen. 11: 
16,17). The flood would then be no less 
than 5500 B.C., and Adam 14,000 B.C. 
(Compare John D. Davis, ‘A Dictionary 
of the Bible,’ Grand Rapids: Baker, pp. 
133, 134), rather than Ussher’s date for 
the latter of 4004. 


“Radioactive carbon. An important 
factor in dating is the presence of a 
small amount of radioactive carbon in 
the organisms of all living beings. At 
death, the assimilation of such carbon 
ceases; and the amount that is present 
slowly and uniformly disintegrates. The 
age of a piece of wood or bone, since the 
time it stopped growing, can therefore 
be determined by the percentage of 
radioactive carbon that is left in it, back 
to about 45,000 years. Beyond that point 
the percentage becomes too small for 
accurate measurement with our present 
instruments. On the basis then of car- 
bon dating, it appears that the begin- 
nings of agriculture in Jericho probably 
began some time after Cain, the flood, 
and. Noah. For Western Hemisphere 
Indian relics date back to about 10,000 
B.C. (earlier claims seem questionable, 
see Edwin A. Olson, ‘Radiocarbon Dat- 
ing,’ Journal of the American Scientific 
Affiliation 11:1, March, 1959, p. 8), and 
the sequence of Indian culture may in- 
dicate that they came to America only 
aftér the flood. The Biblical genealogies, 
moreover, are not without gaps: com- 
pare the omission of Cainan (Luke 3:36) 
from Genesis 11:13, or of Ahaziah, Joash, 
and. Amaziah (1 Chron. 3:11, 12) from 


Matthew 1:8. The flood could have been . 
before 10,000 B.C. or Adam before 14,000 


B.C., the date of the famous Lascaux 
cave paintings of France. . . . Evolu- 
tionary theories of, men a million, or 
even 100,000 years ago, are unsupported 
by radiocarbon dates.” 


be 
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Three Therapies for the 


Some practical hints on how to meet 


the crises and stresses of life 


667 FVHE world has a crack in it,” 
said an editorial writer in Life 


several years ago. 

“A crack that sin put in it,” usually 
reply my Christian friends when I men- 
tion this oddly worded saying to them. 

And they are right. Trouble is the 
result of sin, but somehow, knowing 
the cause does not make trouble any 
easier to bear. It does not help to be 
told that anything is one’s own fault. 
No matter whose fault it is, the burden 
is as heavy to bear. Too, trouble is 
universal, the fault of universal sin, 
and often the innocent suffer with the 
guilty. As the Ten Commandments re- 
mind us, “I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation .. .” (Exod. 
20:5). ‘ 

This same principle is evident in 
other passages in Scripture. When 
Achan stole the Babylonish garment, 
and money, Israel could not win when 
she tried to capture the city of Ai. 
Joshua prayed, and the Lord said, “Is- 
rael hath sinned” (Josh. 7:11). 

When the Apostle Paul set forth New 
Testament principles he described be- 
lievers as the body of Christ, remind- 
ing us, “And whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it” 
(1 Cor. 12:26). 


Suffering, 2 Common Lot. 


We are all together in this matter of 
suffering, though each one suffers in 
his own individual way. For instance, 
John Wesley, the forerunner of the 
Methodists, found only repeated unhap- 
piness in the romance department of 
his life. When he was a young man in 
Georgia, he fell in love with Sophia 
Christian Hopkey. He taught her 
French, read “History of the Church,” 
by Fleury, to her and proposed, but 
she married another man. Some years 
later, in England, Wesley found himself 
in love with Grace Murray, a sailor’s 
widow. He thought she returned his 
love, for she said, “This is all I could 
have wished for under heaven.” Yet, 
in the end, she married John Bennett, 
an itinerant preacher. 

When Wesley finally married Molly 
Vazeille, a widow, it was to be plunged 
into unhappiness. She had a raging 
temper, lied, and even slandered him 
behind his back. They separated and, 
when she died, he was not even in- 
formed of her funeral until a day or 
two after the funeral (Journal, Oct. 11, 
1781). 

Another godly persen who suffered 
is Amy Carmichael, known for her 
work among the children of India. She 
established an orphanage at Dohnavur, 
where hundreds of boys and girls were 


‘ brought up in the Christian faith, many 


of them rescued from the immoral life 





One thing that will make this ar- 
ticle helpful to all sufferers is that 
Mrs. Haskin tells what has actually 
aided her in times of sickness and — 
mental stress. She writes of the 
value of Christian biography and 
names several books that have 
stimulated her faith. She makes 
practical application of sound psy- 
chological and spiritual principles. 
The article is the final chapter in her 
book, “Just for the Troubled.” 








of heathen temple service. In October, 
1931, she fell, breaking her ankle. The 
injury seemed simple enough at first, 
but it resulted in her being more and 
more confined to her room for the next 
twenty years. It was a difficult, re- 
strictive life for a woman who had 
been sufficiently active to found a large 
orphanage. 

Suffering is the fate of mankind. We 
have it to face, if we want it or not. 
We cannot choose the type of suffering 
which comes to us. We can whine. We 
can retaliate by hurting others. We 
can mock God. Or we can face life 
bravely and learn to live triumphantly. 
There are three therapies, or means of 
healing, that we can use to help us 
overcome daily discouragement or pro- 
longed pain. 

The first therapy is work. We are 
physical human beings. What we do 
with our body affects our well-being. 
If your strength is limited, and you 
have only five minutes each day when 
you are able to do something, seize those 
five minutes and get to work. It has 
been said of Martin Luther that “bodily 
sickness afflicted him much” (“The 
Story of Luther,” p. 132. By W. G. 
Polack, Concordia Pub. House, St. 
Louis.) Despite his ill health, probably 
no man accomplished more in his life- 
time than he did. He is said to have 
written more than one tract, booklet, 
or book for every working week of his 
entire life. : 


It’s the Way We Take It That Counts 


The second therapy is one’s attitude. 
We are creatures not only with a body, 
but with a mind. It is not so much 
what happens to us, but the way. we 
take those things that is important. 
All of us have an acceptance pattern 
or a “Gestalt.” That is a word which 
has entered our language through the 
ptactice of psychology. The Gestalt 
school of psychology was begun about 
1890 by: two Germans, Christian Von 
Ehrenfels and Max Wertheimer but did 
not develop into a recognized school 
of thinking until sometime later. These 
two men discovered that two people 
could look at the same outline or draw- 
ing and see different things. They 
named their system of psychology Ges- 
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Troubled 


By DOROTHY C. HASKIN 


talt from the German word which 
meant “shape,” and the word has taken 
on the meaning of “the entire person.” 

So each person has his mental Gestalt 
or attitude toward life. Two people 
can go through the same experience and 
see it differently. When the Lord Jesus 
was nailed to the cross, there was a 
thief on each side of Him. One of 
them abused Him, but the other one 
pleaded with Him for mercy, saying, 
“Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42). 

When the Gestalt school of psychol- 
ogy was being developed, it was dis- 
covered that once a person understood 
the view he was taking of life, he could, 
by persistent endeavor, change his 
point of view. He can do as the old 
man who said, “When I get up in the 
morning I have two choices, either to 
be happy or to be unhappy and I 
choose to be happy, and that’s all there 
is to it.” 

The third therapy is spiritual growth. 
As with the other forms of therapy, it 
is best seen by looking at the life of 
someone who practiced it. 

Adoniram Judson and his wife Ann 
are known as one of the first mission- 
ary couples to go to Burma. There 
were other missionaries at that time, 
but the Judsons are the best known 
because of what they suffered. 


How To Cultivate Sufficient Faith 


For about two years, he was im- 
prisoned by the Burmese in three un- 
speakable prisons. In the first one he 
was, with forty or fifty others, in a 
room thirty by forty feet without win- 
dows or ventilation: other than what 
could be obtained through chinks in 
the teakwood walls or through a tile 
that had fallen off the roof. Whenever 
Ann was able she worked to better 
conditions for him by bribery and by 
pleading with officials to release him. 
However, there were weeks when she 
could do nothing because she was so 
ill, or because she was weak from the 
birth of their baby Maria. It was a 
time of indescribable suffering for both 
of them. Of his imprisonment Ann 
Judson said: “He has an inborn refine- 
ment. You can’t imagine what prison 
meant to him. He is a man of most 
ardent and.tender affections. He saw 
men beside him disemboweled, starved, 
their flesh torn from them .. .” 

Yet of both their sufferings, she 
wrote: “I now began to think the very 
afflictions of Job had come upon me. 
When in health I could bear the various 
irials\and vicissitudes through which I 
was called to pass. But to be confined 
with sickness and unable to assist those 
who were so dear to me, when in dis- 
tress, was almost too much for me to 
bear, and had it not been for the con- 
solations of religion, and an assured 
conviction that every additional trial 
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was ordered by infinite love and mercy, 
I must have sunk under my accum- 
ulated sufferings.” 

That brings one face to face with 
the question of how to cultivate suf- 
ficient faith to meet both the crises 
and prolonged stresses of life. Again, 
here are three suggestions. 

Read about others—both biographies 
which tell of their triumphs and the 
essay type of book in which they tell 
what they have learned. During one 
illness I received encouragement and 
strength from reading the books pub- 
lished by the China Inland Mission, 
such as “Hudson Taylor in Early Years,” 
“Hudson Taylor and the China Inland 
Mission,” “Pastor Hsi,” “By Faith,” the 
biography of Henry W. Frost, all four 
by Mrs. Howard Taylor; and “Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor—Her Web of Time,” by Joy 
Guinness. The reading of these books 
sustained me in the weary sickbed 
hours, and enabled me to come through 
that long tunnel with faith and a smile. 

Pray frequently. Once each day may 
be enough for the prosperous, healthy 
person, but the troubled need to pray 
frequently, maybe only little snatches, 
but often. I have also found it most 
helpful to record God’s answer to me. 
By so doing I remind myself of His 
promises and am able to trace a line of 
thought that led me to victory. 

Read the Bible. I left this to last 
because it is the climax. You may be 
confined in a prison without books 
which others have written. Very well, 
you can do without them. You may 
be so ill that prayer seems an effort. 
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Very well, you can skip prayer, for after 
all that is only you talking to God. 

But nothing takes the place of. either 
reading the Bible or being able to re- 
peat, often over and over and over, 
some verse which the Lord can use to 
comfort your soul—such as the words 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
when they were to be cast into the 
fiery furnace. They said: “Our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king. But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods” (Dan. 3:17, 18). 

Often, if we give God a little time, 
He will deliver us as He did the young 
men. Perhaps you remember that God 
permitted them to be bound, then cast 
into the fire. But as Nebuchadnezzar 
looked at them he saw another man 
with them “like the Son of God.” The 
three men walked around loose in the 
furnace, then walked out unharmed. 

God may deliver us out of the fur- 
nace of affliction, but if not, we should 
say, “We will not serve the gods of dis- 
couragement, bitterness, and melan- 
choly,” because God will be with-us in 
all our troubles. 

And now, you are asking, “Is she 
practicing what she’s preaching?” All 
I can answer is: “Yes. Some days I 
hit rock bottom, but always there is 
morning, and with each morning I get 
up and get going again. Come along 
with me, and we’ll encourage each 
other.” 


Ho.itywoop, CALIF. 


Charles Finney’s Last Hymn 


ILIGHT had fallen, and choir 
practice in the college chapel had 
just begun. 

Outside, on the campus, an elderly 
gentleman and his wife were taking a 
walk. It was their regular custom to 
go for a stroll just after sundown amid 
the familiar scenes they ‘knew so well. 

In the semidarkness the shadows lay 
so thick that not many recognized the 
former head of the college. Dr. Charles 
G. Finney, now. eighty-three, was 
everywhere known as Oberlin’s “Grand 
Old Man.” 


For more than forty years he had 
been active in education and religious 
work, traveling about the country and 
preaching in many college pulpits. But 
no spot held a warmer place in his 
heart than his own college where he 
had at last settled down in retirement. 


He and Mrs. Finney had this evening 
chosen to walk by the chapel. As 
they drew near, the voices of the choir 
drifted through the open windows. 


Other refuge have I none; 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 
With the shadow of Thy wing. 


By VINCENT EDWARDS 


Dr. Finney spoke quietly to his wife 
and they came to a dead stop. Those 
young singers were well worth hearing. 
In silence the two listeners outside 
heard them through the third verse. 

But when they came to the last 
stanza, the old President could no 
longer keep from joining in. So many 
times he had sat in that chapel, so 
many times he had heard the students 
join in this grand old hymn. 

His wife’s eyes were suddenly moist 
as she heard her husband’s voice joined 
with that youthful chorus. It was only 
a quavering monotone, but she knew 
how much the words meant to him: 


Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
Grace to cover all my sin: 
Let the healing streams abound; 
- Make and keep me pure within, 
Thou of life the fountain art, 
Freely let me take of Thee; 
es Thou up within my heart, 
Rise to all eternity. 


By the time the verse was finished, 
night had fully descended. The elderly 
couple slowly wound their way back to 
their home. 

The next morning the whole campus 
was plunged into deep sorrow. Over- 
night it was learned that their beloved 
ex-president had died quite suddenly. 
Dr. Finney had suffered a heart attack 
and never regained consciousness. 
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But his wife and all who heard of it 
would always cherish a precious mem- 
ory. On his last night at the college, 
amid the old familiar landmarks, he 
had joined with the chapel choir in 
Singing the undying’ words of Charles 
Wesley’s “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 


we 


The Consecrated Life | 
(Continued from page 616) 


until we submit to the Law of God. 
This is true in every realm and sphere 
of our lives. Self-pleasing ends in utter 
captivity. The man who lives only to 
do his own will, without any reference 
to God, soon finds himself held in strong 
fetters of his own forging. It becomes 
morally impossible for him to break 
the chains with which he has bound 
himself. 

Every costly obedience strengthens 
and increases moral vigor for further 
obedience and conflict; while the con- 
verse is warningly true also. For every 
disobedience hinders the ministry of 
Christ’s grace in our hearts. One 
known disobedience allowed, one con- 
demned habit persisted in, one wrong 
relationship maintained, one unchecked 
indulgence which conscience has begun 
to question, and the ministry of Christ’s 
grace is hindered. Yes! Our entire 
spiritual and moral well-being depends 
on just this wholehearted following of 
the Lord, in which Caleb is our example. 

Then also the man who wholly fol- 
lows the Lord will certainly become 
like Him. This is the open secret of 


all transformation of disposition and — 


character. Habitual fidelity to His com- 
mands is a purifying stream that en- 
riches and fertilizes the whole of life’s 
area, for unworthy ideals are replaced 
by His pure and ‘lofty purposes. Im- 
perfect powers are reinforced by His 
gifts. Feeble efforts are made effective 
by His co-operation. When Christ is 
uncontested King He makes those who 
follow Him unquestioned conquerors. 

Furthermore, there are spiritual in- 
heritances that are only possessed as 
we wholly follow the Lord. Hebron 
was promised to Caleb because of his 
faithfulness. There are Hebrons that 
are ours under the promises of God. 
There are possessions in Christ, un- 
searchable riches, abundance of grace, 
and all things that pertain to life and 
godliness. But they only become ours 
in actual experience as we follow Him 
wholly. We impoverish ourselves if we 
allow anything to contest Christ’s sov- 
ereignty in life. All things are ours 
when we are wholly His. But every 
such spiritual inheritance brings with it 
new conflict. The Anakims still lived 
in Hebron. Caleb knew that the land 
was his, but he had to drive out the in- 
vaders. And so it is with us. Every 
new step in the spiritual life means new 
contests. Every new blessing claimed 
becomes a battlefield—but in the battle 
we do not fight alone. The enemy 
must be dislodged again and again. 


(Continued on page 627) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from alli the world 





N INVALUABLE Missionary Book- 

let.—In these columns I do not very 
often recommend a book, for most of my 
Survey items from month to month have 
to do with events of vital interest to 
evangelical Christians that are occurring 
around the earth. In this case, however, 
I would like to make an exception and 
most enthusiastically recommend that 
everyone reading these columns, who 
has any interest whatsoever in the great 
missionary work of the church, send for 
a booklet called, “Missions Annual 1959,” 
published by the Interdenominational 
Foreign Mission Association, 308 W. 
105th St.. New York 25. This is an 
absolutely invaluable manual, of 72 
pages printed on excellent paper, with 
charts and illustrations, and costs only a 
dollar (and you and I know that you 
can buy very little today in the matter 
of books and booklets, for only one dol- 
lar. It contains articles by Ralph T. 
Davis, John Nelson Hyde, Douglas C. 
Percy, J. Hurbert Cook, J. O. Percy, 
Frank E. Longman, Elrow LaRowe, and 
Charles R. Tournay, with an introduc- 
tion by William Culbertson, President of 
Moody Bible Institute. 

First of all let me call your attention 
to some of the world statistics that are 
here. We are told in these pages that 
in the last twenty years there has 
been a world population increase of 
704,843,000, that is an increase of births 
over deaths; and this percentage is 
increasing each year. In fact Dr. 
Chisholm, former world Health Organi- 
zation director, recently told the Cana- 
dian Mental Health Association that 
“the present world population increase 
is 45,000,000.a year and, at the present 
rate of increase, in four hundred years 
time there will be only one square yard 
of earth’s surface for each person. This, 
taking into account,, all. the mountains 
and land areas on earth... .” And when 
he says 400 years, remember that this 
is a shorter period of time than that 
which has elapsed since Columbus dis- 
covered, America to our present time. 

Then Dr. Charles R. Tournay goes on 
to say that 44 per cent of the world’s 
population over fifteen years of age, or 
700 million people, are totally illiterate, 
of which Africa has 93 million, Asia 
500 million, and, to my surprise, North 
America, 17 million. There are on the 
earth today 600 million children be- 
tween the ages of 5 and 14. Of this vast 
population there are 45 million young 
people in general secondary and voca- 
tional schools and this invaluable book- 
let asks, “What are they learning? What 
will be their attitude toward the Church 
of Christ?” Probably the figure that 
astonished me most was the number of 
students enrolled in universities—a total 
of 17,063,095 students. 

Regarding missionaries, in Japan with 
a population of 91 million there are 97 
missionary societies at work, that is, 
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more than one society for each million 
people; in India, with 400 million people, 
there are 95 societies at work; but in the 


‘Islamic world the missionary proportion 


to the population is radically different. 
Thus, in Iran, which has a population of 
20 million, there are only 5 societies, in 
Arabia only 4, and in Algeria there are 
only 2. 

In 1958 we are told that there were 
349 missionary societies and supporting 
agencies with headquarters in North 
America, and only 10 of these with more 
than 500 missionaries and only 5 of them 
with more than 1,000. The total number 
of foreign missionaries from North 
America today is about 25,000, costing 
about 147 million dollars, or $5,878 per 
missionary. 

It is certainly interesting to note that 
according to a survey of twelve hundred 
evangelical missionaries, of the mission- 
aries serving our various boards 41 per 
cent were raised in villages or on a farm, 
24 per cent in small towns, and 35 per 
cent in the city. Regarding their re- 
ligious experience—76 per cent first 
heard the Gospel as children, 18.4 per 
cent first heard the Gospel as teenagers, 
and only 5.6 per cent as adults. Of 
these, 48.1 per cent first heard the 
Gospel in the church, 44.8 per cent first 
heard it in their own homes, and 41.3 
per cent first heard the Gospel through 
their own parents! 

It is interesting to note the compara- 
tive expenses of the various missionary 
boards, and in writing this I am not 
criticizing one or the other, because no 
doubt there are many factors involved 
in this. I notice that the Africa Inland 
Mission has 474 workers, with a total 
annual income of $1,225,000, whereas the 
China Inland Mission has 546 workers 
with an income of $1,064,000, and the 
South American Indian Mission has 1,231 
workers with an income of $2,716,000. 
In contrast, the Methodist Church, Divi- 
sion of World Missions, has an income of 
over $9,000,000 but only 1,028 workers in 
the field. The Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, Board of World Mis- 
sions, has an income of nearly $4,000,000, 
but has only 492 workers. in other 
words the China Inland Mission has 
more workers today in foreign fields 
with an income of slightly more than a 
million than the Presbyterian Church 
has with an income of nearly $4,000,000. 
Let me _ earnestly recommend that 
hundreds of readers of this journal send 
for this booklet, and use it in their mis- 
sionary messages in church and Sunday 
school, and, indeed, in the secret cham- 
bers where they pray. 


Mass Murder in China Not. Big News. 
—I seldom quote a newspaper colum- 
nist, but I would repeat anywhere the 
following words of Walter Winchell, from 
a recent issue of his syndicated column: 
“A Congressional committee’s stunning 
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disclosure that China’s Reds have mur- 
dered or tortured thirty million of their 
own people was practically ignored by 
many dailies. However, everything 
Eddie, Debbie, and Liz say and do rep- 
resents big news.” 


More About the Graham Australian 
Crusade.—While we have all read nu- 
merous articles and reports on the great 
Australian Crusade conducted by Billy 
Graham, it is interesting to get an 
opinion from one who for some years 
has been actively engaged in evangelical 
work on that side of the world. In a 
letter sent to a number of friends, Mr. 
Charles Troutman, at one time associ- 
ated with the, Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship in our country and’ now 
working for that organization in New 
South Wales, remarked on the meetings 
in Sydney: 

“As we watched the throng go for- 
ward to accept the Saviour every night 
—at no time less than 1,100 and some- 
times over 5,000, we found ourselves 
almost unbelieving. Surely on the basis 
of the little information in one sermon, 
‘all those people could not possibly know 
what they were doing.’ We fought that 
reaction night after night. But the 
counselling and follow-up programs are 
showing that in a remarkably clear way 
they did know what step they were 
taking. Billy preached so simply and 
with so much repetition as to confound 
the average cleric: clearly, personally, 
but above all, with great authority... 
Even the Sydney press has been quick 
to note that the meetings have been 
completely devoid of emotionalism. 
They have been hard pressed to find 
any criticism whatsoever, and have dis- 
played a profound respect for the whole 
thing. Billy spoke to 6,000 staff and 
students at Sydney University on the 
6th of May. In spite of fire engines, 
smoke bombs, and a_ devil-costumed 
undergrad, all designed to interrupt and 
dissipate, the attention was phenomenal 
for a university crowd. The faculty 
sponsor of the ‘Free Thinkers’ said to 
Billy afterwards, ‘This has been the most 
significant hour of my life.’ 


“The work is just beginning. The 
Inter-Varsity folk are up to their ears. 
Bible classes are springing up and_ 
follow-up relays of every sort are occur- 
ring. In Sydney alone 57,000 people 
indicated a decisive step in their rela- 
tionship with Jesus Christ, of whom 
14,500 are of high school age and 1,050 
from the college and university years.” 


Christians in Israel—The Central 
Bureau of Statistics of the Israel Office 
of Information has just released the 
information that there are about 45,000 
classified as Christians in Israel today, 
most of whom are Arabs. There are 
about 160 churches and chapels in this 
State of Israel, and about 1,000 clergy, 
including some 150 monks and nuns be- 
longing to thirty monastic orders. (It 
should be recalled that there are many 
other churches, and hundreds of addi- 
tional clergy in that part of Palestine 
not included in Israeli territory, e.g., 
Jerusalem, etc.) ; 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. AUGUST 30. A NEW SPIRIT FOR 


A RENEWED PEOPLE 
Joel; printed text, 1:15-20; 2:12, 13, 21-23, 28, 29 
Golden Text.—Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do great things.—Joel 2:21 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Joel 1:15 Alas for the day! for the day of the Lorp is at 
hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 

16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and 
gladness from the house of our God? 

17 The seed is rotten qunder their clods, the garners are 
laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the cern is 
withered. 

18 How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are per- 
plexed, because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of 
sheep are made desolate. 

19 O Lorp, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath devoured 
the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned 
all the trees of the field. 

20 The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers 
of waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pas- 
tures of the wilderness. 


Chap. 2:12 Therefore also now, saith the Lorp, turn ye 
even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning: 


slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of 
the evil. 


21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lorp will 
do great things. : 

22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of 
the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the 
fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. 

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the 
Lorp your God: for he hath given you the former rain 
moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the 
rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 


28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out 
my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions: 

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my spirit. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
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13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lorp your God: for he is gracious and merciful, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


OEL, probably written about 815 
J B.C., may well be the earliest of 

the Old Testament written proph- 
ecies. We know little about the author. 
But the occasion. of his writing seems 
to have been a devastating invasion 
of locusts from the northeast of Pales- 
tine. These swarming creatures had 
devoured vegetation, destroyed pasture- 
land, and brought in their wake the 
scourge of famine and pestilence. 

The prophet, inspired of the Holy 
Spirit, uses Israel’s plight-as an oppor- 
tunity to stress two important themes. 

First, he summons the people to godly 
Sorrow and repentance for sin and be- 
Seeches them to return to their God 
(1:13, 14; 2:12, 13). The Lord had not 
changed. He was still merciful. He 
could stay the ravages of destruction, 
restore their crops, and renew ~* their 
hearts. 

Second, Joel looks with prophetic in- 
sight into the distant future. The 
winged invaders were a picturesque re- 
minder of marching armies in the latter 
days (2:1-10), troops moving southward 
to the Holy Land for the dreadful Bat- 
tle of Armageddon. The Lord who 
could arrest the flight of locusts would 
halt and overthrow the martial in- 
truders in thé day of the Lord, grant His 
people Israel an outpouring of His 
Spirit, and bring to them prosperity in 
the land of their fathers. 

Israel’s task, both in Joel’s day and 
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in the Day of the Lord, was to main- 
tain the attitude of repentance and re- 
liance upon her God. 


Verse by Verse 

Joel 1:15—“‘Alas ... for the day of 
the Lord is at hand ... as a destruction 
from the Almighty ...” The frightful 
invasion’ of locusts and the resulting 
desolation drive Joel to an inspired 
description of divine judgments, both 
present and future. The “day of the 
Lord” is the series of prophetic, cata- 
clysmic judgments yet ahead, of which 
the Jews’ plight in Joel’s day was a 
foreshadowing. The “Almighty” is 
Shaddar, a divine title of God which 
emphasizes His sovereign, omnipotent 
authority (cf. Gen. 17:1; Exod. 6:3). 


Verse 16.—“Is not the meat cut off 
... joy and gladness from the house of 
our God?” It was bad enough to have 
the land devastated and the food sup- 
ply exhausted by famine. But even the 
Temple worship had been affected. 
Hunger stalked the sacred shrine. De- 
privation and misery had closed the 
mouths of singers and worshipers. 


Verse 17.—“The seed is rotten... the 
garners are laid desolate, the barns are 
broken down ... the corn is withered.” 
“Withered” is “ashamed” (Heb.). The 
locusts had done their work well. 
Grievous famine followed in their wake. 
The immediate food supply was gone; 
reserves of grain were exhausted; stor- 
age houses had rotted and fallen to 
pieces; even the seed for future crops 
was decayed: A tragic situation in- 
deed. 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, a by Inter- 
national Council of Religious 


ducation. 


Verse 18.—“How do the beasts groan! 
the herds of cattle are perplexed ... 
they have no pasture .. . the flocks of 
sheep are made desolate.” To “make 
desolate” is to “suffer punishment” 
(Heb.). Animals as well as ‘men felt 
the weight of divine judgment. The 
green grass and foliage had been de- 
voured. Wild animals, herds, and flocks 
were bewildered and perishing. 

Verse 19—“O Lord, to thee will I 
cry ... fire hath devoured the pastures 
of the wilderness . . . the flame hath 
burned all the trees of the field.” Apart 
from God the situation was hopeless. 
The entire area had been so thoroughly 
swept by the scourge of locusts that it 
was “burnt-out” as by fire. Perhaps 
the people had tried to combat the 
locusts by fire, which had subsequently 
spread; or the exposure of the devas- 
tated earth to the sun’s rays had re- 
sulted in combustion. 

Verse 20.—“The beasts of the field cry 
also unto thee .. . the rivers of waters 
are dried up ... the fire hath devoured 
the pastures .. .” The beasts “pant” 
(Heb.); the “water-brooks” (lit.) are 
dry. The reason the earth is parched 
is the failure of the water supply. An- 
imals, despairing of life, seem to join 
in supplication to their Maker for aid. 

Joel .2:12—“Therefore . . . saith the 
Lord, turn ye ... to me with all your 
heart ... with fasting... weeping... 
mourning.” The judgments of God, 
whether in Joel’s day or when the na- 
tions of earth gather for Armageddon, 
are so overpowering that Israel’s only 
recourse is her God. She must cast her- 
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self upon the Lord, not only outwardly 
through visible signs of grief, repent- 
ance, and conversion but inwardly in 
the heart, the region where firm and 
loving decisions are made. 

Verse 13—“Rend your heart, and not 
your garments, .. . turn unto the Lord 
... for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger ... of great kindness, 
and repenteth him of the evil.” Rend- 


_ing one’s garments was a sign of deep 


distress and humiliation; it was mean- 
ingless unless the heart (the inward 
being) was converted. No matter how 
severe Israel’s predicament, the- Lord 
was still “your God”; His loving-kind- 
ness had not changed. -He “repents” in 
the sense that if Israel changed her at- 
titudes and actions He stood ready, to 
alter the course of her history. 


Verse 21.—“Fear not, O land; be glad 
and rejoice: for the Lord will do great 
things.” In response to the supplica- 
tions of His people, God had decided to 
intervene, not only in Joel’s day but 
more particularly when the nations of 
earth in the latter days should gather 
in hostile array against Israel. 
would give place to gladness, and de- 
spair would yield to joy. 


Verse 22—“Be not afraid, ye beasts 
of the field: for the @astures ... do 
spring ... the tree beareth her fruit, 
the fig tree and the vine .. . yield their 
strength.” God will rescue His animal 
creation from drought and famine by 
sending water to the earth. Once more 
the earth will blossom and food will 
be provided. Fig tree and vine are 
often used in Scripture as typical of 
fruitful vegetation. 


Verse 23—“Be glad .. . children of 
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord .. . he 
hath given you the former rain... he 
will cause ... the former rain, and the 
latter rain in the first month.” This 
was a promise of material blessing to 
the Jews, The water shortage would 
come to an end. The “former rain” 


came at the commencement of the wet - 


season (Oct., Nov.), preparing the soil 
to receive the seed. The “latter rain” 
(Mar., Apr.), closing the wet season, 
brought strength to the ripening crop. 


Verse 28—“It shall come to pass 
afterward ...I will pour out my spirit 
upon all flesh ... your sons and... 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall dream .. . your young men shall 
see visions . .’ Peter quotes this 
prophecy, with emphasis upon the all 
flesh (regardless of race) in connection 
with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:16-18). Rev- 
elations often came in old days by 
dreams and visions (e.g., Deut. 13:1; 
Amos 1:1). That the “afterward” looks 
to days yet ahead is indicated by Joel’s 
Teference to natural wonders which 
have not yet occurred (Joel 2:30, 31; 
cf. Acts 2:19, 20). 


Verse 29.—“And also upon the serv- 
ants and ... handmaids in those days 
will I pour out my spirit.” See Acts 
2:18. The Pentecost experience, which 


included the reception of the Spirit by 
People of humble as well as noble ori- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. August 23.—Prayers of the Captives. 
Daniel 1 to 6; 9 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. September 6.—Working Against God. 
Obadiah; Jonah 1; 2 








4 . 
gin, will be duplicated on a grand scale 
in the days of Israel’s spiritual awaken- 
ing and conversion at Christ’s return 
to the earth in glory. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God is in complete control of all His 
creatures and all their works. All life, 
animal and human, is entirely depend- 
ent upon Him. Clouds of locusts—har- 
bingers of famine, misery, and death— 
obey His summons. He is the sover- 
eign but merciful arbiter of destiny, 
the one to whom His people may cry 
in hours of need, but supremely the 
one with whom they should be ‘walk- 
ing daily in holy fellowship. 

Joel applies this spiritual truth both 
to his own generation in a time of 
crisis and also to Israel in the Day of 
the Lord (still in the future) when 
military hosts will assemble in an ef- 
fort to destroy her. 

The series of prophetic events which 
he outlines is clear. When Israel is back 
in her land (2:1; 3:1) a mighty army 
will move against her from the north 
(2:1-10, 20), conquering, pillaging, and 
—like the locusts of Joel’s day—leaving 
the countryside a waste (2:3). Other 
nations, too, will prepare for conflict 
(3:2, 9-14). But the Lord will inter- 
vene. His army will oppose the in- 
vaders (2:11; 3:16). ‘As in Joel’s day, 
so in preparation for the Battle of’ Ar- 
mageddon the Jews must rend their 
hearts (2:13) in sorrow for sin. Then 
the Lord, His coming heralded by nat- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT devastating blight occurred in 
Palestine in Joel’s day? 

2. Name two results of this blight., 

3. To what does Joel summon the 
stricken nation? 

4. On what ground did the prophet 
declare that God might intervene? 

5. Of what was the trouble of Joel’s 
day a prophetic type? 

6. From what directions will troops 
march against Israel in the prophetic 
future? 

7. Where was Joel’s prediction of the 
outpouring of the Spirit partially ful- 
filled? 

8. How will the converging enemies 
be opposed in the Day of the Lord? 

9. What promise of future blessing 
for Israel does Joel utter? 

10. In the light of the Lord’s prom- 
ised deliverance, whether in Joel’s day, 
in ours, or in the future, what attitude 
must characterize God’s 


(Answers on page 624) 
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ural wonders (2:30-32), will deliver 
them, overwhelm, and judge their foes 
(2:20; 3:2-8), set up His Kingdom in 
Jerusalem (3:17), and abundantly bless 
His people. e 

Just as a repentant nation, renewed 
by the Spirit of God, would be prepared 
for the renioval and destruction of lo- 
custs, so Israel in the latter days, 
cleansed by an outpouring of the Spirit 
(2:28, 29), would be fit participants in 
victory and recipients of blessing. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, The invasion of locusts: their dev- 
astation and prophetic §signifi- 
cance (Joel 1:1-20). 

2. The coming battle of the Day of the 
Lord: its participants, results, and 
challenge (2: 1-32). 

3. The judgment of the nations and 
establishment of the divine King- 
dom (3:1-21). 


Topics for Development 

The Battle of Armageddon. When 
Antichrist will have run his blashemous 
course, “tidings out of the east and out 
of the north shall trouble him” (Dan. 
11:44). Joel describes the advance of 
hostile northern troops (2:1-10, 20; cf. 
Ezek. 38:15; 39:2). Armies from the 
east will also converge upon Palestine 
(cf. Rev. 16:12). The hand of the Lord 
will be seen in the marshaling of mili- 
tary strength (study Psa. 2:8, 9; Zech. 
14:2). At the critical hour Christ Jesus, 
King of kings, will descend to battle 
(Rev. 19:11-16). He will triumph glo- 
riously (Rev. 19:19-21). The “mopping- 
up” operations are seen in Revelation 
19: 21. : 


Practical Applications 

Do not wait until the locusts of suf- 
fering and disappointment swarm and 
devour the best years of life. Wait 
now upon God in prayer, walk now in 
glad communion with Him, rejoice now 
in His hourly presence and benefits. 

Joel’s prophecy of the Spirit’s out- 
pouring was fulfilled in a preliminary 
way at Pentecost. Today the infilling 
of the Spirit may be the joyous mo- 
ment-by-moment experience of God’s 
surrendered children. 

The cause of the Lord is opposed to 
secularism, worldliness, and_ indiffer- 
ence. It will ultimately triumph. The 
peoples of earth will some day experi- 


ence the crushing might of the Son of 


God. 

Nations will be judged on the basis 
of their treatment of Israel (Joel 3:2, 
3; Matt. 25:41-45). Let us be careful in 
our attitudes toward and treatment of 
the Jews. 

Repentance is ever the condition of 
renewal and benediction. He who har- 
bors unconfessed evil misses the bless- 
ings of the Lord. 

God’s time clock moves steadily on. 
Israel is already back in her land. Keep 
looking up, saint of God. 


Golden Text 
Joel 2:21—“Fear not, O land; be glad 
and rejoice: for the Lord will do great 
ings.” Enemies may abound. Foes 
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dot the horizon. The one group of peo- 
ple in the whole world who never need 
to be afraid, and who indeed may con- 
stantly rejoice, are the people of God, 
whose omnipotent arm is active in their 
defense and strong in undergirding 
power. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


him. He began to live a consistent 
Christian life, and the minister found 
hint rejoicing in God’s blessing on his 
home and his daily life. 

Let those of us who have not yet 
found the Lord Jesus start asking God 
to give us His Holy Spirit. Be in 
earnest about it, and God will grant 
your prayer. Just look at Joel 2:32a; 
Acts 2:21, 38, 39; and Luke 11:13. 
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From the Platform Mg 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Alas for the day! for the day of the 
Lord is at hand .. .” (Joel 1:15).—Many 
famines are mentioned in the Scriptures 
(Gen. 12:10; 26:1; 41:56; Ruth 1:1; 2 
Sam. 21:1), but Joel describes what 
might be called the incomparable one! 
The ancestors of the people had never 
seen its like, and future generations 
were to be told of its severity. 

This calamity was a foreshadowing 
of that which is to come upon Israel in 
a future day. That is evidently why 
the Day of the Lord is mentioned here. 

“The day of the Lord (which, in its 
full, prophetic sense, refers to the rev- 
elation of Jesus Christ to usher in the 
kingdom) was really not to occur in 
their time; but as that day will be for 
the manifestation of all that has been 
in accordance with the mind of God, 
they were called upon to act then in 
the light of the day that was coming. 
In like manner are Christians exhorted 
to walk now in view of the day of 
Christ, when all our works shall be 
examined at His judgment seat. The 
all-displaying light of that hour of mani- 
festation should ever be shining upon 
our pathway, that all our steps may 
be ordered in accord therewith” (Dr. 
H. A. Ironside in “Notes on the Minor 
Prophets”; Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 21st 
St., New York 10). 

After a funeral, a minister and a 
mourner. were riding’ together from 
the cemetery. “Poor Roy,” said the 
mourner, referring to the deceased, “I 
understand he did not leave much prop- 
erty. He worked hard, and made 
money, but he was too tenderhearted. 
I think every beggar in town must have 
known him.” 

The minister replied: “I suppose what 
you say is right about his not leaving 
much property; but from what I have 
known of his life, I imagine that he 
must have. considerable property to go 

to!” 


“Is not the meat cut off before our 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Our Blest Redeemer, ere He Breathed” 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God”’ 
“T’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 


A Prayer Before the lLesson.—We 
thank Thee, Father, for Thy Word, for 
freedom to use and obey it and for 
those who give us understanding in it. 
Use the lesson before us to make us 
seek the gift of Thy Spirit; or more of 
His purifying power, if He already 
dwells in us. Bless sad hearts with 
comfort, evil hearts with cleansing, per- 
plexed minds with guidance, sick bod- 
ies with healing, and all else we need 
to live to Thy glory and others’ good. 
Guide our rulers in promoting justice 
and peace. Bless our missionaries unto 
the leading of many to Christ. Bless 
our own church and Sunday school in 
serving Christ and the need of people 
where we live. Forgive our sins, guide 
and keep us through this new week, 
and make us strong to do Thy will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Peter quoted the 
closing verses of our lesson on the day 
of Pentecost, saying God’s~ promise 
through Joel was fulfilled that day in 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. The» 
gift of the Spirit would be granted to 
all who received Jesus Christ since the 
promise by Joel was for young and old; 
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men and women; even lowly, despised 
people like slaves, “servants and... 
handmaidens.” Each one of us needs 
and may have the Holy Spirit living in 
our hearts and directing our lives. 

In the days of the stagecoach, a min- 
ister journeyed with a coachman one 
night and found the man was not con- 
verted. He got him to promise to pray 
this prayer till it was answered: “O 
Lord God, for Jesus Christ’s sake, give 
me Thy Holy Spirit.” The man mem- 


orized it as they drove along and be- eyes... ?” (Joel 1:16.)—What tragic 
gan to pray the prayer daily. Years conditions! Rotting seed, empty gar- 
later the two men met again and the ners, withered corn, groaning beasts, 


coachman told that at first he only « perplexed cattle, desolate sheep, dried- 
grew unhappy as he prayed. The Holy’ up rivers, and burnt pastures! 
Spirit was showing him his sin and Why did the Lord permit such com- 
need. Then one day he dropped into plete desolation? It appears to me that 
a church, something he had not done the answer to that question is contained 
for years. The text was, “The blood of in the repeated statement that the meat 
—or meal—offering and the drink offer- 
ing were “cut off from the house of 
the Lord” (vv. 9, 13). 

The Father Himself has declared that 


Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin,” and through that word of God 
that man there and then turned to 
Christ, and the burden of his sins left 
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all His delight is centered in His be- 
loved Son (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). As long 
as the meal offering was being offered, 
it set forth the perfect manhood of the 
Lord Jesus. And the drink offering 
typified the pouring out of His soul 
unto death. 

When these offerings were cut’ off, 
there was no portion for God in their 
midst. And to.put it bluntly, it is as 
though God were saying, “Since the 
people whom I redeemed at great cost 
and blessed above all people on earth 
have nothing for Me, there shall be 
nothing in the land for them, either!” 

My wife was talking to a neighbor 
when the subject of hospitality came 
up. My wife remarked that we look 
upgn hospitality as a service, and are 
thankful for the privilege of extending 
hospitality without grudging. 

The neighbor said, “Well, there is 
this to say, that the groups of people 
whom you entertain do not have broken 
appreciators.” 

“Broken appreciators” was a new ex- 
pression to us; but it expresses Judah’s 
condition in the days of the Prophet 
Joel. They had broken appreciators, 
and had to suffer the consequences. 


“Therefore ... turn ye even to me 
with all your heart...” (Joel 2:12).— 
Because the Lord’ is gracious and mer- 
ciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness, He appeals to His people to turn 
to Him in true, brokenhearted repent- 
ance, in which case He would change 
His attitude toward them and “leave 
a blessing behind Him.” 

The penitent can see 

With more than mortal sight; 
Earth’s wisdom gropes and fails 

Like lame men in the night. 
To penitents alone 

Are heavenly things made clear: 
The best of lenses is 

A penitential tear. 

—Max I. Reich 

“Fear not, O land; . .. for the Lord 
will do great things” (Jpel 2:21).—He 
would send the former and latter rain 
and corn and wine and oil and green 
pastures and luscious fruit. 

This is a reminder of what He has 
promised Israel upon their heartfelt re- 
pentance .at the conclusion of the Great 


Tribulation. (See Isa. 2.) 
“.. afterward ...I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh .. .”° (Joel 2:28).— 


The “afterward” which the Lord men- 
tions in this verse carries us on past 
the Church Age as the Apostle Peter 
makes clear in Acts 2:16-21. The “won- 
ders in heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath,” were not fulfilled at 
Pentecost; but they shall be fulfilled 
when Israel shall be divinely restored 


to their land. (See Luke 21.) We re- 
joice in the partial fulfillment. When 
Peter said, “this is that” (Acts 2:16), 


he referred to the power, the Holy 
Spirit, not the wonders and signs in 
creation. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
yy 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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help himself. 








Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the great French 

painter, Corot, produced some mar- 
velously beautiful landscapes, any of 
which (if they could be purchased) 
would bring a great sum of money: 
fields of golden grain, shaded hillsides, 
grassy meads, and cattle contentedly 
grazing “beside still waters” or spar- 
kling stream, overarched by an azure sky 
with a bank of snow white cloud. Now 
let us imagine that the artist presented 
his masterpiece to one whom he loved 
very much and that loved one with his 
penknife slashed it into ribbons! 

This is a fair contrast to the picture 
drawn by the Prophet Joel, showing 
how God would punish His Chosen Peo- 
ple for their .sins and _backslidings. 
“Alas for the day!” says the prophet, 
“.. and as a destruction from the AlIl- 
mighty shall it come. Is not the meat 
cut off before our eyes, ... The seed 
is rotten under their clods, the garners 
are laid desolate, the barns are broken 
down; for the corn is withered. How 
do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle 
are perplexed, because they have no 
pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are 
made desolate.” God gave to Judah a 
“land flowing with milk and honey” and 
“with joy and gladness from the house 
of our God.” Judah had every reason 
and facility for becoming prosperous 
and happy, but they slashed the pic- 
ture with the penknife of disobedience. 


Joel’s prophecy also applies to “the 
last days,” when God will judge and 
punish all the wicked world; but it ap- 
plied also to Judah and the sins of 
Judah. However, that which concerns 
you and me, fellows, is the truth that 
punishment follows sin as surely as 
night follows day, and he that sows the 
wind “shall reap the whirlwind.” God 
brings into the world a boy, strong and 
physically well equipped. He gives him 
an intellect capable of delighting in the 
truth; to this is added educational fa- 
cilities enabling him to grow in useful 
knowledge, a spirit that can recognize 
his divine creator and master, and a 
heart that can revel in loving and serv- 
ing Him. Dr. Arthur I. Brown wrote 
a remarkable book entitled, “Man, God’s 
Masterpiece,” in which the startling 


_ facts of the human body are shown in 


almost unbelievable wonder. A _ thou- 
sand miraculous processes are working 
Silently underneath our skin, and we 
are hardly conscious of them, until 
Maybe one of them skips a beat. What 
a tragic thing it is that a fellow will 
abuse this splendid “picture” and, by 
dissipation, multilate it for a short life 
and a slow death! 

Dr. David Starr Jordan, addressing 
the students of Leland Stanford Uni- 
versity, said: “Your first duty in life 
is to your afterself. So live that your 
afterself—the man you ought to be— 
may in his time be possible and actual. 
Far away in the years he is waiting 
his turn. His body, his brain, his ‘soul, 
are in your boyish hands. He cannot 
(He is like the runner 
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in the critical link of the relay race; 
he has to wait until you arrive and 
place the token of the race in his hands 
before he can start for the goal.) What 
will you bring him? Will it be a brain 
unspoiled by the lust of dissipation, a 
mind trained to think and act, a nerv- 
ous system true as a dial in its response 
to the truth about you? Will you, boy, 
let him be a man among men in his 
his own time? Or will you throw away 
his inheritance before he has had a 
chance to touch it? Will you turn over 
to him a brain distorted, a mind dis- 
eased, a will untrained to action, and a 
spinal cord grown through and through 
with the devil grass of that vile har- 
vest called wild oats? 

“Will you let him come, taking your 
place, gaining through your experiences, 
hallowed through your joys, building 
on them his own? 

“Or will you fling away his hope, 
wantonlike decreeing that the man you 
might have been shall never be? This 
is your problem; the problem of more 
importance to you than all others. How 
will you meet it—as a man or as a fool? 

“When you answer this we will know 
what use the world (and Jesus Christ) 
can make of you.” (Parentheses mine 
—W.C:S.) 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


LTHOUGH the Book of Joel con- 
tains only . three chapters, his 
prophecy is of special interest to us \be- 
cause much of what he foretells is still 
future, and we will see it come to pass. 
The name Joel means “Jehovah is 
God,” and his Book makes very clear 
that the Lord is God, and is able to do 
anything He chooses. 

Joel must have been one of the earlier 
prophets, because he announces judg- 
ments on countries that were enemies 
of Israel before Babylon, who later 
carried them into captivity, had be- 
come a world power. Many believe 
that Joel’s prophecy was during the 
reign of Joash, because at that time 
Syria won a victory over Judah and 
took the gold from Solomon’s Temple 
back to their land. In Joel 3:4, 5 the 
Lord foretells judgment on Tyre and 
Sidon for this act. Tyre and Sidon 
were the most important cities of Syria, 
or Phoenicia, as it was commonly called. 
Syria was this land along the coast of 
the Mediterranean, just north of Pales- 
tine. 

When Joel prophesied, Judah had just 
been overrun by a plague of locusts. 
These insects had eaten every green 
thing in the country, so there was a 
severe famine. Joel first describes the 
desolate condition of the land, and then 
tells God’s people that it is a type of 
the coming great Day of the Lord. This 
phrase is used six times over in this 
short Book and refers to the time of 
tribulation and judgment that is com- 
ing upon this earth. 
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Now let us read Joel 1:15-20. What 
a sad picture of the country! The lo- 
custs had been as devastating to the 
trees and pastures as a fire would have 
been, and the land was also suffering 
from drought. The only bright spot in 
these dreary verses is Joel’s cry to the 
Lord. 

In Numbers 10, the Lord told Moses 
to make two silver trumpets for the 
nation, to gather the people toggther 
and to be used to blow an alarm. Joel 
2 starts with the command to sound 
the alarm, and, goes on to describe the 
Day of the Lord. Palestine will then be 
overrun by enemies from the north, as 
numerous as the locusts, but much more 
terrible. They will come upon Israel 
when it:is as the Garden of Eden, and 
will leave behind them a desolate wil- 
derness. 

Read Joel 2:12, 13 to see what God’s 
people are urged to do in view of this 
coming invasion. (Turn to God with 
all their hearts—repent.) Right. 

In verse 15 they are told to blow the 
trumpet to call’ the people together be- 
fore the Lord. When the nation does 
this, God will send them food and re- 
move from them this awful. northern 
army. Read verses 21-23. These verses 
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FOR SALE: Beautiful new edition “Songs of Trust 
and Triumph No. 3.” Plastic binding. 200 favor- 
ite Gospel songs. Each song has chordletters for 
string instruments. Pages of instructions for guitar 
and other chord instruments. $1.50 each, 10 for 
$12. Order from Osterhus Publishing, 4500 W. 
Broadway, Minneapolis 22, Minn. 





BLOSSOM OF THE CRAG 
By Marie Barham 


The vivid story of a Chinese schoolgirl during the 
Japanese war. Christ not only met her personal need 
but also used her in blessing to others. Specially 
suitable for young people. 208 pages, board covers. 
Only $1.00 


CHINA INLAND MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 
237 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
couises hy mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? jie help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
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are going to be fulffiled, for Israel will 
turn to God in repentance and faith. 
Next read verses 28, 29. The last verses 
we read tell of Israel’s future material 
prosperity. These verses tell of their 
spiritual revival. The wonderful work 
of God in Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost was a picture of the future 
nationwide revival of Israel. 

After the Lord has let Israel’s en- 
emies punish them and then restored 
Israel to Himself, He will judge the 
other nations for their wickedness, par- 
ticularly for their persecution of the 
Jews. This judgment will take place 
in Palestine. The Book of Joel ends 
with the prediction of the triumph of 
Judah and Jerusalem, when the capital 
of the earth shall be there. Read Joel 
3:17 and 20. 

Joel 3:7 prophesies the return of Is- 
rael to their own land. For many 
years this seemed most unlikely, but 
today the Jews are returning to Pales- 
tine in a continuous stream. Joel also 
prophesies the return of the early and 
latter rains, which has taken place in 
recent years. It prophesies a terrible 
invasion by a northern army, which 
we think from other Scriptures will 
be Russia. This did not seem at all 


likely till after World War II, but stu- 
dents of Bible prophecy have always 
known that this is to happen. Joel pre- 
dicts the national repentance and res- 
toration of Israel and that people’s place 
of leadership among the nations. You 
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and I will see this fulfilled! If not in 
our lifetime, we will see it when the 
Lord comes forth in judgment, as de- 
scribed in Revelation 19. For we will 
be with Him! © 

How wonderful to belong to the Lord, 
who is God! His predictions for this 
world will surely be fulfilled, and every 
promise made to His Church will like- 
wise be fulfilled. When the hearts of 
those who ponder conditions in our 
world are failing them for fear, instead 
of being afraid, we should look up to 
our omnipotent God, as Joel did. He 
is greater than all evil forces combined, 
and His plans and promises are the ones 
that will prevail. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Scripture That Peter Used 
(Joel 2:21, 26, 28, 29) 


OASH, the seven-year-old boy with 
a crown on his head is in the Tem- 
ple. Soldiers and Levites are standing 
guard around him. Uncle Jehoiada is 
pouring the sacred oil on his head. A 
copy of their Bible is in his hands. Re- 
member? Did his Bible have all the 
history and poetry and prophets’ Books 
that yours has? (Review the Books 
thus far learned and locate the Minor 
Prophets. They are called “minor” be- 
cause they wrote less or were less 
famous than the “major” or greater 
prophets. Joel probably lived in the 
time of Joash, and Hosea and Amos 
about the same time as Isaiah. Place the 
men and Books on the time ladder, re- 
membering there are others to be added 
in that area.) 
(Perhaps you will have a transparent, 
ventilated container with grasshoppers 
in it. “The World Book Encyclopedia” 


‘or other source of information will fur- 


nish material for your nature-loving 
boy to make an interesting report.) 
Perhaps it was because of the sins 
started by the wicked queen, Grand- 
mother Athalia (she who thought all 
the princes had been killed), that God 
sent armies—not of men, but of grass- 
hoppers and locusts—into the country. 
Hop, hop, they came, thousands upon 
thousands, and ate and ate! The whirr 
of wings, as other thousands came fly- 
ing in and ate what was left or had 
grown since the first! Again and again 
it happened! No grapes for grape juice 
or wine. No wheat and barley for 
bread. No pomegranates or figs or 
apples. Then there was drought, and 
fires! No rain, no water. Cows lowing. 
Wild life dying. (Some of the descrip- 
tive verses of Joel 1 may be read.) 

Joel knew that people needed to get 
right with God and pray (2:12-14). He 
had good promises from God (vv. 21- 
27). Joel also had a message that the 
time would come when not just certain 
people would be prophets like Hosea, 
Joel, and Amos, but everybody could 
have God’s Spirit, and see and hear 
God—old people, young. people, boys 
and girls (vv. 28, 29). 





It may take a long time for God’s 
promises to come true. “With the Lord 
... a thousand years [are] as one day” 
(2 Pet. 3:8). Over eight hundred years 


later a strange thing happened. After ' 


God’s Son had lived and died and risen 
and gone back to Heaven, and His 
friends had been praying for ten days, 
suddenly there came a sound like a 
hurricane and little flames like fire were 
on each of them and they all began to 
talk in different languages. The many 
people around them heard them prais- 
ing God in their home languages and 
wondered what had happened. Peter 
explained, “This is what the Prophet 
Joel said would happen.” (Read Acts 
2:17, 18.) Who had come? The Holy 
Spirit. Can boys and girls have the 
Holy Spirit? “Seek ye out of the book 
of the Lord, and read” (Isa. 34:16, Mem- 
ory Verse). Look in Joel 2:28. See 
what Peter says farther on in Acts 2:38, 
39. Notice in verse 38 the steps you 
have to take to have the Holy Spirit. 
“Repent.” Be sorry for what you have 
done wrong. “Seek ye out of the book 
of the Lord” in Revelation 22:15, last 
part, for one thing that will keep you 
out of Heaven. Name others. Joel 
tells how to repent (2:12, 13). Now 
“seek ye out of the book of the Lord” 
how to be saved from that sin of lying 
and every other sin (Acts 2:21). Ask 
the Lord Jesus to save you. He has al- 
ready died to pay for your sins. When 
your heart is clean from sin, the Lord 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, comes in to live 
and makes you God’s child and gives 
you eternal life. (Give pupils verses to 
“seek out” at home: 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; 1 
John 1:7b, 9; Rev. 3:20; John 14:23, 26; 
John 1:12; John 10:28; Mark 16:16.) 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 621) 


1. A swarm of devouring locusts in- 
vaded the land (Joel 1:4). 

2. Destruction of vegetation and 
crops (1:7, 10, 12),° and famine (1: 
16-20). 

3. To mourning, fasting, true repent- 
ance, and calling on God (1:8, 14; 
2:12, 13). 

4. He is ever “gracious and merci- 
ful, slow to anger” (2:13). 

5. Of the invasion of hostile armies 
in the latter days (2:1-10; 3:2). 

6. From the north and east (Dan. 
11:44; Joel 2:20; Ezek. 38:15; 39:2). 

7. At Pentecost (Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 
2:17, 18). 

8. When the Lord Jesus descends 
with His army to make war and smite 
the nations (Joel 2:11; 3:9-16; Rev. 19: 
11-16). ; 

9. Material prosperity in the Holy 
Land with Jerusalem her headquarters 
and with Christ in control (Joel 3:17- 
21). 

10. They must walk in righteous fel- 
lowship with their God (Joel 2:12, 13). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Lesson for August 30 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU know what history is? It 

is the story of things that have 
happened. As you grow older you will 
study in school the history—the story 
—of our country from its beginning. 
Do you know what prophecy is? It is 
the story (history) of what has hap- 
pened, written before it has happened. 
In the long, long ago God spoke to men 
who were known as prophets. He told 
them what was going to happen in the 
future—what the history would be. 
They wrote down the things that God 
told them, wrote them down long be- 
fore they ever happened. To some of 
the men, God told many, many things. 
The Books that those men wrote are 
long Books. Those are known as the 
Books of the Major Prophets. Some of 
the men wrote shorter Books, for God 
did not tell them as much to write. 
Their Books are known as the Minor 
Prophets. Our lesson today comes from 


_ one of the Minor Prophets. His name 


is Joel. 

Joel was a good writer. He was a 
religious man. He was patriotic. Joel 
wrote some history in his little three- 
chapter Book. He wrote also some 
prophecy. His- prophecy, as we shall 
see, told of things that have since hap- 
pened. His prophecy also told of some 
things that even yet have not hap- 
pened. But, because it was God who 
told Joel what to write, those things 
will really, truly happen in God’s time 
and way. 

God’s people had sinned. And sin 
must be punished. Joel was sad about 
that. He hated it that God’s people 
did wrong things. It made him sad to 
tell about the punishment that the peo- 
ple were having in his day. He was 
sad to tell about the punishment that 
God will yet send on those who sin 
against Him. In Joel’s:\ day, God sent 
a big army to destroy the land. It was 
not an army of soldiers that destroyed 
the land. It was an army of locusts. 
Locusts are this long (teacher will meas- 
ure about 2% inches). They have wings. 
It is impossible to know how many mil- 
lions of locusts were in that army that 
God sent. But even before the locusts 
could be seen, the loud noise of the 
whirring of their wings could be heard. 
It sounded like roaring ocean waves. 
Suddenly the sun was darkened. The 
Skies were filled so full of locusts that 
they hid the sun from sight. They ate 
every growing thing and every bit of 
food, leaving the ground bare. Along 
with that, Joel said that there was no 
rain so that nothing could grow again 
after the locust army had gone. 


The Prophet Joel told God’s people 
that their sins had caused God to pun- 
ish them in this way. And he begged 
them to be sorry for their sins and turn 
from them. He urged the people to 
pray and to worship God. God’s peo- 
ple did as Joel commanded. And as 
soon as they did so, God promised that 
He would send them the needed rain 
and assured them that they would have 
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a good harvest. This was the history 
part of Joel’s Book. 

The prophecy part of Joel’s Book 
tells of a day when God would give 
His Holy Spirit to His people (Joel 2: 
28). Remember, this was written years 
and years and years (more than 800) 
before God’s Holy Spirit did come. But, 
just as Joel—prompted by God—had 
written, God’s Spirit came. Joel had 
written that certain things would hap- 
pen when the Holy Spirit was sent 
from Heaven. And on the day when 
the Spirit did come (Pentecost), Peter 
preached a wonderful sermon, telling 
the people that what Joel had said 
would happen, had happened before 
their eyes that very day. 

However, there was more to Joel’s 
prophecy. He told, those hundreds and 
hundreds of years ago (2,700 years!), 
certain things that are still to happen. 
He explained that God would send an- 
other army, more terrifying than the 
destructive army of locusts. The rea- 
son for sending that army will be for 
the same reason that God sent the locust 
army: to punish the people who will 
be sinning against God. Just as He 
punished sin in the long ago, God will 
punish sin again—He will punish men 
and women and nations who sin against 
Him. 

Only God. knows when the day of 
punishment will come. You do not 
need to be afraid of that day, however 
—not if you have received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour. He took 
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your punishment when He died on the 
cross. Have you asked Him to forgive 
your sin? He will do it right now if 
you will ask Him to. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 


The Illustration Round Table 
Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday — Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 
A list of the "lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
His Ultimate Triumph Is Sure.—Fear 
not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the 
Lord will do great things (Joel 2:21, 
Golden Text). The Lord always makes 
the most desolate places to be built 
when His people live near to Him. Let 
us have courage, brethren, about Lon- 
don, about England, about the world. 
It is very wicked; but if we will keep 
close to God we are able to overcome 
this wickedness in Christ’s name. Let us 
have comfort about these evil days in 
which the most of men seem to be de- 
parting from the Gospel. We can “hold 
the fort” till Christ shall come; let us 
but have courage. God will give us yet 
to see better and brighter days. He was 
thought to be a good citizen who never 
despaired of his country, and he is a 
good Christian who never indulges a 
dreary thought about the ultimate 
triumph of Christ and the coming of His 
kingdom.—From an_ exposition of 
Ezekiel 36 by C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, , Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


If You Would Sing.—Fear not, O land; 
be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will 
do great things (Joel 2:21). Would you 
be a-singer—not on Sundays only, but 
always; not with your voice only, but in 
your heart; not only when the sunshine 
pours into the open casement through 
the swaying boughs of honeysuckle, but 
when the shutters tell of bereavement 
and removal? Then remember these 
rules: (1) God must put the new song 
into your mouth; (2) You must be fully 
consecrated to Him, for the song of the 
Lord begins only when the burnt-offer- 
ing is complete; (3) You must not go 
into a strange land, for it is impossible 
to sing the Lord’s song there. Sing on, 
dear heart, sing on. There is nothing 
that scares off the Devil so quickly as a 
hymn. Luther said, “Let us sing a hymn 
and spite the Devil.” There is nothing 
that so well beguiles the pilgrim’s step 
and quickens his pace when the miles 
are growing long and weary. There is 
nothing that brings so much of Heaven 
into the heart. Singing makes every 
movement rhythmic, every. service 
praise, ‘every act thanksgiving. Sing 
when times are dark—you will make 
them bright; sing when the house of life 
is lonely—it will become peopled with 
unseen choristers; go down into the 
valley of shadow with a song, and you 
will find yourself singing the new song 
of Moses and the Lamb when you 
awake on the other side—From F. B. 
Meyer, in Christian Digest. Sent by 
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Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


When God Breaks Up Our Nests.— 
As a destruction from the Almighty 
shall it come (Joel 1:15). A farmer who 
saw a bird building its nest in a heap of 
rubbish pruned from trees destroyed the 
work of the industrious bird. The next 
day the bird tried hard again and for 
the second time the farmer broke it up. 
On the third day the bird built her nest 
on a limb near the kitchen door and the 
farmer smiled and let it remain. Long 
before the eggs were hatched the pile of 
branches from which the bird had twice 
been driven was burned. Like the hum- 
bled bird, we often wonder why God so 
often breaks up our nest. Were we able 
to see as God does, we would know that 
our Heavenly Father has kept us from 
destruction that will burn the nests of 
all who abide not in ChKrist.—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


When We Truly Seek.—Therefore also 
now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to me 
with all your heart (Joel 2:12). A 
farmer lost some paper money in his 
barn. He knew it was in the barn, and 
resolved to move everything if neces- 
sary to find it. He moved bundle after 
bundle, bag after bag, box after box, 
and finally he found his money. Some- 
time afterward, he became anxious 
about his soul. He desired to be saved. 
His son said to him, “Father, if you seek 
the Saviour as you sought that lost 
money, you will surely find Him!” The 
promise is sure: “And ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart” (Jer. 29:13) .— 
From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


He Fills the Empty Heart.—Therefore 
also now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to 
me with all your heart, and with fasting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning: 
and rend your heart, and not your gar- 
ments, and turn untq the Lord your 
God: for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness 
(Joel 2:12, 13). 

In a time of deep dejection 
. Jesus journeyed by, 


Saw my heart was dull and empty, 
Gently asked me, ‘““Why?’ 


Then I told Him all the story 
Of my bitter woe, 

How my hopes and joys had perished 
Many years ago. 


And the tears were softly dropping 
As I told Him all, 

Yet He did not chide my weeping, 
Though He saw them fall. 


But when I had told the story, 
Lovin 


y He came, 
Filled, Himself, the vacant chambers, 
Blessed be His name! 


Now no more my heart is vacant, 
Nevermore can be: 

Filled with Jesus, ‘Jesus only,” 
For eternity! 


—Author not known. From “The Con- 
tinual Burnt Offering,” by H. A. Iron- 
side. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


Growth in All Directions.—That I will 
pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall 


Institute. 














prophesy (Joel 2:28). When the Spirit 
comes, Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman thus 
summarized the result of the coming of 
the -Holy Spirit into a life: “First, we 
should know God better; second, we 


\Should be better able to apprehend 


Christ; third, there will be growth— 
growth downward: ‘rooted and built up 
in him’ (Col. 2:7), growth upward: 


‘into him in all things, which is the 


head, even Christ’ (Eph. 4:15); growth 
outward in all the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22, 23).”—From Peloubet’s Notes, 
Sent by the late Rev. Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Why She Came to America.—And also 
upon the servants and upon the hand- 
maids in those days will I pour out my 
spirit (Joel 2:29). In a city not far 
distant, I met a young lady who was 
employed in one of the representative 
homes. She had come way across the 
ocean from beautiful Ireland, and when 
I met her she had the brogue upon her 
lips. It was a real treat to listen to her. 
When she came to know Jesus Christ as 
her Saviour, she said, “Do you know, I 
have often asked the question how I 
ever came to this cguntry and left my 
loved ones. I have been so lonely many 
times; but now I know—I came here to 
find Jesus.” And friends, during the 
closing weeks of that campaign [Sun- 
day’s] that girl would lead first one, 
then another, until one night IF saw her 
lead five people down to take Mr. 
Sunday by the hand, thereby expressing 
their acceptance of Jesus Christ. That 
girl led over thirty girls to Christ— 
From Mrs. Wm. Asher, at Moody Bible 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


Me 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 30 


Worship Through Our Work 
(Col. 3:17; Rom. 12:11) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

NE week from tomorrow will be 
observed in the United States as 
Labor Day, which is intended to honor 
honest labor. In characteristic fashion, 
most Americans will observe the day 
with anything but labor, and will spend 
the week end in automobile _ trips, 
recreations, picnics, and the like. It is 
well, however, in our young people’s 
group, to have attention called to the 
real importance and value of work, for, 
all too often, young people are inclined 
to look upon work as a necessary evil to 
be gotten rid of at the earliest possible 
moment and by any device. In reality— 
if we have not alkeady learned this les- 
son—honest labor is necessary if we 
would eat; it is of great importance to 
our self-respect and true happiness; and 
it is a means by which we may honor 
and glorify God. 


August 15, 1959. 
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19598 Piesson for August 30 


As with ail other circumstances affect- 
ing man, the Bible gives us the correct 
viewpoint from which to look at labor. 
It shows us plainly that, contrary to 
‘what many seem to think, work is a 
blessing and not a curse. The account of 
the creation found in Genesis 1 shows us 
God at work, first in the creation of the 
universe, and then in the renovation of 
the earth and bringing into being plant 
and animal life, and finally man himself. 
We read of the satisfaction with which 
God pronounced His work “very good,” 
for His work was perfect. What may 
seem to us today to be imperfections are 
the results of sin’s entry and the curse 
that came upon creation because of 
man’s yielding to sin (Gen. 3:17, 18). 


se 


The Lord Jesus said during His 
earthly ministry, “My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work” (John 5:17); “I 
must work the works of him that sent 
me, while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work” (9:4); “My 
meat is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work” (4:34). At 
the close of His earthly ministry the 
Lord Jesus could say, “I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do” 
(17:4). 

4 


It should be clear, therefore, that 
work has not been inflicted upon man in 
punishment for sin. Some of the un- 
pleasantness and dissatisfaction with the 
results of toil may be due to sin, but 
work in itself is intended for man’s 
good. In the Garden of Eden before 
man’s fall, he was given the responsi- 
bility of tending the garden and keeping 
it (Gen. 2:15). The word “dress” in this 
verse literally means “work.” Although 
conditions of weather and soil were 
perfect and no insect pests or blights 
interfered with the growth and pro- 
duction of the garden, nevertheless seed 
had to be planted, the ground worked, 
and crops harvested, all of which re- 
quired work. 

se 


Some of us may have had the idea at 
times that it would be ideal if we had 
nothing to do. However, there is little 
lasting satisfaction in idleness or play. 
God, who made us, planted in our hearts 
the desire to accomplish things and to 
find joy and satisfaction in work. With- 
out it, we soon become bored and un- 
happy and the prey to temptation and 
evil. Much of our modern delinquency 
comes from the fact that young people 
either have not had the opportunity, or 
have not learned how to find satisfac- 
tion in work. 


se 


We do not all, fortunately, enjoy the 
Same kind of work, and one of the great 
reasons for unrest in labor lies in the 
fact that men sometimes have not found 
the work they like to do. A Christian 
professor of psychology in one of our 
great eastern universities said not long 
ago that one great difficulty in modern 
education is that we are trying to make 
white-collar workers out of a number of 
excellent ditchdiggers. He, by no 
Means, was casting any reflection on 
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manual labor, but he was pointing out 
that some find their real place and 
satisfaction in working with their hands, 
while others are better equipped to 
work with their minds. Each type of 
worker is necessary and honorable, and 
neither group has any cause to look 
down upon or belittle the other. But it 
is a mistake to try to fit those who are 
best equipped for one type of work into 
the mold of another type in the mis- 
taken idea that one is more noteworthy 
or important than the other. 
we 

It behooves us, then, as young people 
to go to the One who made us, and to 
seek His guidance and direction for the 
kind of work He knows will bring us 
true joy and satisfaction, and in which 
we can best serve and glorify Him. He 
will never violate our true hearts desire, 
for He has promised to give us the de- 
sires of our hearts if we will delight our- 
selves in Him (Psa. 37:4). Where those 
desires are mistaken or faulty, He can 
and will change them and give us right 
ones, and will bring to pass that which 
will also honor Him and at the, same 
time truly satisfy us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


y 


ve 


With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Christ and Modern Woman. By 
Argye M. Briggs. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) 
A well-known fiction writer has here 
pictured a number of the occasions 
when the Lord Jesus spoke directly to 
or about a woman, each chapter being 
headed by the brief Scripture quotation. 
Then follows a study of the status of 
woman in that day and this. With 
vivid imagination the author has in- 
terpreted the thoughts and feelings of 
a woman in about every possible cir- 
cumstance in the home. An interest- 
ing study on the relationship of woman 
to woman is suggested by the Mary- 
and-Martha incident in Scripture. 
Women’s problems and needs come up 
naturally and are discussed, as well as 
the opportunities and responsibilities in 
the home, the church, and in the social 
life. 


The Years That Count. By Rosalind 
Rinker. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) ‘Eugenia Price 
writes the introduction to Miss Rinker’s 
timely volume, the two being associates 
in youth work for the Lord. The book’s 
purpose is to help young people find the 
solution to their problems in the per- 
son of Christ instead of in religious tra- 
dition. The first division, “You and 
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What You Believe,” answers the ques- 


tions, “How important am I?” “What 
do I believe about God and about Jesus 
Christ?” “How do I express this be- 
lief?” and “How do I meet ‘scientific’ 
unbelief?” ‘The second part deals with 
finding God’s will for one’s life, the ad- 
vantages of both Christian and secular 
colleges, and where the student should 
live on campus. “You and Your 
Friends” heads the third division, and 
young readers will be glad to learn 
something unusual about being different, 
about dating non-Christians and about 
the ideal in Christian fellowship. The 
last chapter portrays the God who is 
stronger than gravity and who offers 
something to admit, to believe, to con- 
sider, and to do. Miss Rinker opens up 
some new avenues of thought, one of 
which is about the religious pharisaism 
of witnessing to religious abstinences 
instead of to Christ. Another ig that 
well-grounded Christians are sometimes 
led of God to secular schools—for a 
purpose. 

The Epistle to the Romans. By Floyd 
E. Hamilton. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.75.) Every 
verse of the Epistle is expounded in 
clear and simple language, in brief para- 
graphs, and yet with erudition and so- 
briety. The author follows Reformed 
commentators, quoting much from, but 
not always agreeing with, Calvin and 
Hodge among others. As to particular 
points, he takes the “federal” view of 
Romans 5, believes that Paul is speak- 
ing from his own experience as a Chris- 
tian in chapter 7, deplores any view of 
carnal security, and looks for a future 
restoration of the Israelites but denies 
that the Epistle teaches a_ political 
revival of the nation. He is an amil- 
lennialist in eschatology. On several 
occasions the author pauses in his 
commenting to embark on helpful ex- 
cursuses—word studies on the compo- 
nent parts of man’s nature and discus- 
sions on differing views in eschatology, 
just to mention two. Although he is 
aware of differences of opinion, he usu- 
ally indicates his own view and gives 
cogent reasons for his choice. 


x 


we 


The Consecrated Life 
(Continued from page 618) 


Hebron is God’s gift to us; and if we 
are in earnest about possessing it we 
shall find, as Caleb found, that “He 
has made us mighty, and stronger than 
the strong.” Only, we must not shirk 
the battle; if we do we shall lose the 
blessing. To follow Christ wholly is 
to share in His victory, but not without 
ourselves being bruised. 

One other aspect of Christ’s uncon- 
tested sovereignty remains to be no- 
ticed, that of His definite and clear 
call to service. To follow Him wholly 
means for each believer the joy of giv- 
ing as well as of getting, the privilege 
of doing His work in the world. For 
some it means the mission field. For 
others it means the search for His lost 
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think 
fora 
moment . 









































what do you 
really want 
from life? 


is your 
relationship 
to God what it 
should be? 


does God have 
a specific plan 
‘for you? 


do you know 
how to find 
God’s will for 
your life? 


‘*... that ye 
may prove 
what is that 
good, and 
acceptable, 
and perfect 
will of God.’’ 
Romans 12:2 


for answers to these and other 
probing questions ... listen to 


CHARLES E. FULLER 


in his NEW radio series 


“DOING THE WILL OF GOD" 
on the 


OLD FASHIONED 
REVIVAL HOUR 


check your local newspaper radio 
listing for station and time in your 
area, or write to Box 123, Los Angeles, 
California. 
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ones here at home. But for all it means 
a life lived out for the salvation of the 
lost; and a self-sacrifice by which alone 
the blessings of His redeeming sacrifice 
can ever be brought near to men. But 
this is the life of unalloyed happiness 
and unclouded peace. The choice is 
left to us. “Follow thou me,” says 
Christ. And when the heavenly He- 
bron is ours, and all life’s battles are 
over and done with, it shall be our 
eternal joy to be numbered ong the 
Calebs who wholly followed the Lord. 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





on HO Bible ae * 


International 
Lessons, issued the “futernational 
Sunday School , 4 
August 24 to 30 


Mon.—Joel 2:12-18. A Gracious God. 


PraYER SuGcEsTions: “Turn unto the 
Lord your God: for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the 
evil.” The first time “gracious” was 
used in the Bible, as far as we have dis- 
covered, was when Joseph said to Ben- 
jamin, “God be gracious unto thee, my 
son” (Gen. 43:29). The last time it ap- 


pears in the Bible is in 1 Peter 2:3 


where it speaks of tasting that “the 
Lord is gracious.” The high priestly 
benediction reads: “The Lord bless thee, 
and keep thee: the Lord’ make his face 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee” (Num. 6:24, 25). You have to 
pray for it. God’s greatest gifts are all 
on the “ask and receive” basis. Pray 
that the Lord will be gracious to you, 
your family, friends, church, and nation. 


Tues.—Joel 2:21-27. Times of Restoration. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Fear not, O 
land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord 
will do great things.” We have a great 
and mighty God. How great are His 
works! He is “great in counsel, and 
mighty in work” (Jer. 32:19). Great is 
His goodness which He has reserved 
for the children of men who put their 
trust in.Him. We are so used to trust- 
ing to ourselves, and to others, that 
God leaves us to our own devices. If 
we would look to Him and ask of Him, 
and expect more from Him, we would 
see more of the work of God. God can 
make more out of our lives than we 
can make of them. Pray for mighty 
manifestations of His saving grace in 
your community. 


Wed.—Joel 2:28-32 
Pentecost Prophesied. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It shall come to 
pass afterward, that I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh.” Peter declared in 
his sermon on the day of Pentecost 
that this prophecy had a fulfillment 
then and there in Jerusalem, and it 
still has another fulfillment in Israel 
when that nation shall turn to the Lord 
(Acts 2:17). God’s prophecies are some- 
times like springs which though drawn 
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upon heavily still have more to give as — 
needed. Pray that God will grant to 
His Church and also to Israel the min- 
istries of the Spirit which will become 
more and more remarkable. ; 


Thurs.—John 16:7-14. 
Jesus Renews the Promise, 

Prayer SuccesTions: “Nevertheless I 
tell you the truth; It is expedient for 
you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto © 
you.” John 15:26 gives us the original 
promise of the Spirit. Our Lord re- 
peats because it is thus confirmed, 
Double reference is frequently used in 
Scripture.’ “What more could He say 
unto us than He has said to bring us to __ 
believe His Word?” Pray that you may ~ 
be quick to believe all that the Scrip- 
tures say to you. 


Fri—Romans 8:1-11. The Spirit of Life. 


Prayer Succestions: “The Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.” Our 
sad misfortune was to be born in sin 
and bereft of the Spirit of God as resi- 
dent in our souls. But by regeneration 
and the gift of the Spirit, we are de- 
livered from the law of sin and death 
that was in our members, and all that 
is written in‘ verses 1-12 is then true of 
us and more. It is through the Spirit 
we can pray acceptably to God, mor- 
tify the flesh, live triumphantly, and 
work for God acceptably. All the 





Christian graces are the fruit of the 9 


Spirit of God. Pray that you may ~ 
live, walk, work, and talk in the Spirit ~ 
always and everywhere. 


Sat.—Acts 16:1-10. Spirit-led Men. 


Prayer SuccestTions: “So were the 
churches established in the faith, and 
increased in number.” Spiritual success 
is of God and is accomplished through 
Spirit-filled people. The apostles and 
the godly men and women of the Bible 
are examples of divine leading. Peo- 
ple who live in the Spirit and are care- . 
ful to walk in the footprints of the 
Lord Jesus are the ones who know most 
about what the Spirit of God can do 
with a dedicated life. If we were 
more careful to have more of the Word 
of God in our hearts, we would have 
more of God in experience. Pray that 
you may, as a Christian, fulfill the 
Lord’s request found in John 14:13, 23. 


Sun.—Isaiah 42:1-4. Blessings for All. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles.” The 
term “judgment” here refers to gracious 
doctrines of the Gospel and not to sen- 
tence of woe to the ungodly. In the 
Gospel we see the wisdom, love, and 
beneficence of God toward sinners. ‘ It 
is not ill news but good news. The 
blessings of the Gospel are greater and 
more than can be told. Blessings 
abound wherever Christ is. duly pro- 
claimed. The Book of Acts affords the 
best illustration of the meaning of: the 
above text. “Blessings abound where- 
ever Christ is preached in the power of 
the Spirit.” Pray for a spiritual awak- 
ening and revival in your congregation. 



























